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SENATE BI LL 5015

Passed Legislature - 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Long, Hargrove, Wnsley and Costa

Read first tinme 01/11/1999. Referred to Commttee on Human Servi ces &
Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to technical, clarifying, nonsubstantive anmendnents
to community nmental health services; anendi ng RCW71. 24. 025, 71.24. 030,
71.24.035, 71.24.049, 71.24.110, 71.24.220, 71.24.300, 71.24.400,
71.24. 405, 71.24.415, and 71.24.460; adding a new section to chapter
71.24 RCW <creating new sections; repealing RCW 71.24.410; and
repealing 1989 ¢ 205 s 23 (uncodified).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to elimnate
dates and provisions in chapter 71.24 RCWwhich are no | onger needed.
The | egislature does not intend this act to make, and no provision of
this act shall be construed as, a substantive change in the service
delivery systemor funding of the community nental health services | aw.

Sec. 2. RCW71.24.025 and 1997 ¢ 112 s 38 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Acutely nmentally ill" means a condition whichis limted to a
short-term severe crisis episode of:

p. 1 SB 5015. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwMNDNDNDMDNDNMNMNDNMDDNMNMNDNMDNMNMNMNMDNPEPRPPRPERPERPPRPERPRRERPPRPRE
0O NO Ol W NPEFP O OOWwuNO O P WNEPEOOOWOOLwWNO O~ owdNDEe. o

(a) A mental disorder as defined in RCW 71.05.020 or, in the case
of a child, as defined in RCW71. 34. 020;

(b) Being gravely disabled as defined in RCW71.05.020 or, in the
case of a child, a gravely disabled mnor as defined in RCW71. 34. 020;
or

(c) Presenting a likelihood of serious harm as defined in RCW
71.05.020 or, in the case of a child, as defined in RCW71.34. 020.

(2) "Avail abl e resources” neans ((these)) funds ((whieh—shall—be))
appropri ated ((under—this—echapter—by—the—legistature—during—any
biennrurw)) for the purpose of providing comunity nental health
prograns under RCW 71.24. 045( (—When—regional—suppoert—netwerks—are
estabH-shed—oer—after—3July—1—1995— —available—+resoureces"—neans) ),
federal funds, except those provided according to Title XI X of the
Soci al Security Act, and state funds appropriated under this chapter or
chapter 71.05 RCW by the legislature during any biennium for the
purpose of providing residential services, resource managenment
servi ces, comrunity support services, and other nental health services.
Thi s does not include funds appropriated for the purpose of operating
and adm ni stering the state psychiatric hospitals, except as negoti at ed
according to RCW 71. 24. 300( 1) (d).

(3) "Licensed service provider" nmeans an entity |licensed according
to this chapter or chapter 71.05 RCWthat neets state m ni numstandards
or individuals licensed under chapter 18.57, 18.71, 18.83, or 18.79
RCW as it applies to registered nurses and advanced regi stered nurse
practitioners.

(4) "Child" nmeans a person under the age of eighteen years.

(5 "Chronically nentally ill adult"™ means an adult who has a
ment al di sorder and neets at |east one of the followng criteria:

(a) Has undergone two or nore episodes of hospital care for a
mental disorder within the preceding two years; or

(b) Has experienced a continuous psychiatric hospitalization or
residential treatnment exceeding six nonths’ duration wthin the
precedi ng year; or

(c) Has been unable to engage in any substantial gainful activity
by reason of any nental disorder which has lasted for a continuous
period of not |ess than twelve nonths. "Substantial gainful activity"
shal | be defined by the departnent by rule consistent with Public Law
92- 603, as anended.

SB 5015. SL p. 2
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(6) "Severely enptionally disturbed child" neans ((an—+nfant—oe+))
a child who has been determ ned by the regional support network to be
experiencing a nental disorder as defined in chapter 71.34 RCW
i ncl udi ng those nmental disorders that result in a behavioral or conduct
di sorder, that is clearly interfering with the child s functioning in
famly or school or with peers and who neets at |east one of the
followng criteria:

(a) Has undergone inpatient treatnment or placenent outside of the
home related to a nental disorder within the [ast two years;

(b) Has undergone involuntary treatnent under chapter 71.34 RCW
within the [ast two years;

(c) Is currently served by at |east one of the follow ng child-
serving systens: Juvenile justice, child-protection/welfare, special
educati on, or devel opnental disabilities;

(d) I's at risk of escal ating nmal adj ust nent due to:

(1) Chronic famly dysfunction involving a nentally ill or
i nadequat e car et aker;

(i1) Changes in custodial adult;

(ti1) Going to, residing in, or returning from any placenent
outside of the hone, for exanple, psychiatric hospital, short-term
inpatient, residential treatnent, group or foster hone, or a
correctional facility;

(iv) Subject to repeated physical abuse or neglect;

(v) Drug or al cohol abuse; or

(vi) Honel essness.

(7) "Community nmental health service delivery systenf neans public
or private agencies that provide services specifically to persons with
ment al disorders as defined under RCW 71.05.020 and receive funding

from ((varteus)) public sources ((+netuding—~(a)—Federal—nedicare -

departrent—eft—sectal—andhealt-h—servtees)).

(8 "Comunity nental health prograni neans all nental health

servi ces ((es%ab#+shed—by—a—eeHH%y—aH%heF+%y———Aé%e%—&a#y—&——&QQS——e%

hea#%h—pFeg%aﬁ¥—ﬂeaﬂs—aF#))L activities, or programs using avail able

resources.

p. 3 SB 5015. SL
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(9) "Community support services" neans ((services—For—acutely
Ly o cald v ul ts. I |

i = f f = )) services authorized,
pl anned, and coordinated through resource nanagenent services
i ncl udi ng, at | east, assessnent, di agnosi s, energency crisis
intervention available twenty-four hours, seven days a week,
prescreening determnations for nentally ill persons being considered

for placenent in nursing honmes as required by federal |aw, screening
for patients being considered for adm ssion to residential services,
di agnosis and treatnent for acutely nentally ill and severely
enotionally disturbed children di scovered under screening through the
federal Title XX early and periodic screening, diagnosis, and
treatment program investigation, legal, and other nonresidential
servi ces under chapter 71.05 RCW case managenent services, psychiatric
treat nent incl udi ng nmedi cati on supervi sion, counseling, psychotherapy,
assuring transfer of relevant patient information between service
provi ders, other services determ ned by regional support networks, and
mai nt enance of a patient tracking systemfor chronically nmentally ill
adults and severely enotionally disturbed children.

(10) "County authority" nmeans the board of county conm ssioners,
county council, or county executive having authority to establish a
comunity nental health program or tw or nore of the county
authorities specified in this subsection which have entered into an
agreenent to provide a conmmunity nmental health program

(11) "Departnment"” mneans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(12) "Mental health services" nmeans ((eoemmntty—servi-ces—pursuant
6 RCW-71-24-035(5)(b)—and-other—servicesprovi-ded-by-thestateforthe

SB 5015. SL p. 4
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provi ded by regional support networks and other services provided by
the state for the nentally ill.

(13) "Mentally ill persons” and "the nentally ill" mean persons and
conditions defined in subsections (1), (5), (6), and (17) of this
section.

(14) "Regional support network"™ nmeans a county authority or group
of county authorities recognized by the secretary that enter into joint
operating agreenents to contract with the secretary pursuant to this
chapter.

1995—For—adults—andehi-tdren"restdential—serviees—weans)) a conpl ete
range of residences and supports authorized by resource managenment
services and which may involve a facility, a distinct part thereof, or
services which support community living, for acutely nentally ill
persons, chronically nentally ill adults, severely enotionally
di sturbed children, or seriously disturbed adults determ ned by the
regi onal support network to be at risk of becomng acutely or
chronically nentally ill. The services shall include at |east
eval uation and treatnent services as defined in chapter 71.05 RCW
acute crisis respite care, long-termadaptive and rehabilitative care,
and supervised and supported living services, and shall also include
any residential services developed to service nentally ill persons in
nursi ng hones. Residential services for children in out-of-hone
pl acenents related to their nmental disorder shall not include the costs
of food and shelter, except for children’s long-term residential
facilities existing prior to January 1, 1991.

(16) "Resource nmanagenent servi ces" mean the planning,
coordi nation, and authorization of residential services and community
support services adm nistered pursuant to an individual service plan
for: (a) Acutely nentally ill adults and children((+));._ (b)
chronically nentally ill adults((s+));__(c) severely enotionally
di sturbed children((+));. or (d) seriously disturbed adults determ ned
solely by ((the)) a regional support network ((at—their—sole
ei-seret+on)) to be at risk of becom ng acutely or chronically nmentally
il Such pl anni ng, coordination, and authorization shall include
mental health screening for children eligible under the federal Title

p. 5 SB 5015. SL
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XI X early and periodic screening, diagnosis, and treatnent program
Resour ce managenent services include seven day a week, twenty-four hour
a day availability of information regarding nentally ill adults’ and
children’s enrollnent in services and their individual service planto
count y- desi gnat ed nent al heal t h prof essional s, eval uati on and treat nent
facilities, and others as determ ned by the regional support network.

(17) "Seriously disturbed person" neans a person who:

(a) Is gravely disabled or presents a likelihood of serious harmto
hi msel f or herself or others, or to the property of others, as a result
of a nental disorder as defined in chapter 71.05 RCW

(b) Has been on conditional release status, or under a |ess
restrictive alternative order, at sone tinme during the preceding two
years from an evaluation and treatnent facility or a state nenta
heal t h hospital;

(c) Has a nental disorder which causes major inpairnment in several
areas of daily living;

(d) Exhibits suicidal preoccupation or attenpts; or

(e) Is a child diagnosed by a nental health professional, as
defined in ((REW+71+05-020)) chapter 71.34 RCW as experiencing a
mental disorder which is clearly interfering with the child s
functioning in famly or school or wwth peers or is clearly interfering
with the child s personality devel opnment and | ear ni ng.

(18) "Secretary" neans the secretary of social and health servi ces.

(19) "State mnimum standards"” neans mninum requirenents
established by rules adopted by the secretary and necessary to

inplenent this chapter for: (a) ((MrAHwmreguirenents—Ffor)) Delivery
of mental health services ((as—estabtshedby—departrental—+ules—and
ol hi I i neludi I . I
. . . . . ). (b) ((rini .
regquirerments—for)) |icensed service providers for the provision of
ment al heal th services ((as—establshedby—departrental—+ules—pursuant

servi-ees—pursuant—toethis—ehapter)); (c) ((mnArumrequirerents—for))
residential services ((as—establH-shedbythedepartrent—in—rulebased

L . . | abilit I Lol hei ' |
L I healtl I : | ” Lt . | I

SB 5015. SL p. 6
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pFGgF&Hﬁ%Hg—FF&*FbFFFFy)) and (d) ((H%H+ﬂﬂﬂ+5%&ﬂd&FdS—FeF)) communi ty
support services and resource managenent servi ces( (;—+neludingat—teast

g . : . | L i
systens—and—the—transter—ef—patient—infermation—between—service
proeviders)).

(20) "Tribal authority,” for the purposes of this section and RCW
71.24. 300 only, nmeans: The federally recognized Indian tribes and the
maj or | ndi an organi zations recogni zed by the secretary i nsofar as these
organi zati ons do not have a financial relationship with any regional
support network that would present a conflict of interest.

Sec. 3. RCW71.24.030 and 1982 c 204 s 6 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The secretary is authorized((;—pursuant—to—this—chapter—and—the
rul-es—promil-gated—to—effectuate—+ts—purpeses;)) to nmake grants to

counties or conbinations of counties in the establishnment and operation
of community nmental health prograns.

Sec. 4. RCW 71.24.035 and 1998 c¢ 245 s 137 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent is designated as the state nental health
authority.

(2) The secretary may provide for public, client, and I|icensed
service provider participation in developing the state nental health
program

(3) The secretary shall provide for participation in devel oping the
state nental health program for children and other underserved
popul ations, by including representatives on any commttee established
to provide oversight to the state nental health program

(4) The secretary shall be designated as the county authority if a
county fails to neet state mninmum standards or refuses to exercise
responsibilities under RCW 71. 24. 045.

(5) The secretary shall

p. 7 SB 5015. SL
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(a) Develop a biennial state nental health program that
i ncor porat es county bi enni al needs assessnents and county nental health
service plans and state services for nentally ill adults and children.
The secretary nay al so develop a six-year state nental health plan;

(b) Assure that any county comunity nmental heal t h programprovides
access to treatnent for the county’s residents in the foll ow ng order
of priority: (i) The acutely nentally ill; (ii) chronically nentally
i1l adults and severely enotionally disturbed children; and (iii) the
seriously disturbed. Such prograns shall provide:

(A) Qutpatient services;

(B) Energency care services for twenty-four hours per day;

(C) Day treatnent for mentally ill persons which includes training
in basic living and social skills, supported work, vocational
rehabilitation, and day activities. Such services may include
t herapeutic treatment. |In the case of a child, day treatnent includes
age-appropriate basic living and social skills, educational and
prevocati onal services, day activities, and therapeutic treatnent;

(D) Screening for patients being considered for adm ssion to state
mental health facilities to determ ne the appropri ateness of adm ssi on;

(E) Enpl oynent services, which may include supported enpl oynent,
transitional work, placenent in conpetitive enploynent, and ot her work-
related services, that result in nmentally ill persons becom ng engaged
i n neani ngful and gainful full or part-tine work. O her sources of
funding such as the division of vocational rehabilitation may be
utilized by the secretary to maxim ze federal funding and provide for
i ntegration of services;

(F) Consultation and education services; and

(G Community support services;

(c) Devel op and adopt rules establishing state m ni num standards
for the delivery of nmental health services pursuant to section 5 of

this act including, but not limted to:

(1) Licensed service providers;

(11) Regional support networks; and

(1i1) Residential and i npatient services, evaluation and treatnent
services and facilities under chapter 71.05 RCW resource managenent
services, and community support services;

(d) Assure that the special needs of mnorities, the elderly,
di sabled, children, and |owinconme persons are nmet wthin the
priorities established in this section;

SB 5015. SL p. 8
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(e) Establish a standard contract or contracts, consistent with
state m ni nrum standards, which shall be used by the counties;

(f) Establish, to the extent possible, a standardized auditing
procedure whi ch m ni m zes paperwork requirenents of county authorities
and |icensed service providers;

(g) Develop and maintain an information systemto be used by the
state, counties, and regional support networks ((whenr—they—are
established—whieh-shalt)) that includes a tracking nethod which allows
t he departnment and regi onal support networks to identify nental health
clients’ participation in any nental health service or public program
on an inmedi ate basis. The information system shall not i nclude
i ndi vidual patient’s case history files. Confidentiality of client
i nformati on and records shall be maintained as provided in this chapter
and in RCW71.05.390, 71.05.400, 71.05.410, 71.05.420, 71.05.430, and

71. 05. 440((————¢he—{ﬁH&+Hﬂ—sha##—4ﬂ}—#H##y—{ﬁEH{H++ﬂﬁﬂ——ﬂ9—4{ﬁ+ﬁ——%h&n

chapter) ) ;

(h) License service providers who neet state m ni num standar ds;

(1) Certify regional support networks that neet state m ninum
st andar ds;

(j) Periodically inspect certified regional support networks and
licensed service providers at reasonable tinmes and in a reasonable
manner; ((and))

(k) Fix fees to be paid by evaluation and treatnent centers to the
secretary for the required inspections;

(I') Monitor and audit counties, regional support networks, and
licensed service providers as needed to assure conpliance wth
contractual agreenents authorized by this chapter; and

(m ((PrHoer—to—Septenber—1—21989)) Adopt such rules as are

necessary to inplenent the departnent’s responsibilities under this

chapt er ((pH%sHanP—%e—ehap%eF—34—95—$KN#——4#&N#BED——Ih&P—s&eh—%&#es

p. 9 SB 5015. SL
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vhrder—ROW-71-24-045—After—Julby—1,—1995;—er—when—regi-onal—support
nretworks—are—establ-shed—avatlableresources—+ay—be—used)) only for
regi onal support networks.

(7) Each certified regional support network and |icensed service
provider shall file with the secretary, on request, such data,
statistics, schedules, and information as the secretary reasonably
requires. A certified regional support network or |icensed service
provi der which, wthout good cause, fails to furnish any data,
statistics, schedules, or information as requested, or files fraudul ent

reports thereof, may have its certification or |icense revoked or
suspended.
(8 The secretary may suspend, revoke, |imt, or restrict a

certification or license, or refuse to grant a certification or |icense
for failure to conformto:. (a) The lawm(+)): (b) applicable rules and
regul ations((—e+)); (c) applicable standards((;)); or ((farture—te
reet—the)) (d) state m ninum st andards ((establH-shed—pursuant—tothis
seetton)).

(9) The superior court may restrain any regi onal support network or
service provider fromoperating without certification or a |license or
any other violation of this section. The court may also review,
pursuant to procedures contained in chapter 34.05 RCW any denial
suspension, limtation, restriction, or revocation of certification or
license, and grant other relief required to enforce the provisions of
this chapter.

(10) Upon petition by the secretary, and after hearing held upon
reasonable notice to the facility, the superior court may issue a
warrant to an officer or enployee of the secretary authorizing himor
her to enter at reasonable tines, and exam ne the records, books, and
accounts of any regional support network or service provider refusing
to consent to inspection or exam nation by the authority.

(11) ((Fhe——seeretary—shalt—adoept—sueh+ules—asay beneecessaryteo
” he i I E i I which-shal i nelud

SB 5015. SL p. 10
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I be i I e . L . I I .
I e . I I i . .
proevi-ders—

2+2))) Notwithstanding the existence or pursuit of any other
remedy, the secretary my((;—+na—the—+anner—provi-ded—by—taw—upon—the

i oy - hall I . I
proceedi-ngs—maintain)) file an action ((iAthenameofthestate)) for
an i njunction or other process against any person or governnental unit
to restrain or prevent the establishnment, conduct, or operation of a
regi onal support network or service provider without certification or
a license under this chapter

((£3))) (12) The standards for certification of evaluation and
treatment facilities shall include standards rel ating to nmai ntenance of
good physical and nental health and other services to be afforded
persons pursuant to this chapter and chapters 71.05 and 71.34 RCW and
shal | otherw se assure the effectuation of the purposes ((anrd+ntent—of
this)) of these chapters ((and—<€chapter—7105-RCW).

((4)y)) (13)(a) The departnment, in consultation with affected
parties, shall establish a distribution formula that reflects county
needs assessnents based on the nunber of persons who are acutely
mentally ill, chronically nmentally ill, severely enotionally disturbed
children, and seriously disturbed ((as—def+nedi+n—~chapter—71-24RCW ).
The formula shall take into consideration the inpact on counties of
denographic factors in counties which result in concentrations of
priority popul ations as ((def+ned)) set forth in subsection ((£%5)))
(5)(b) of this section. These factors shall include the population
concentrations resulting from commtnents under ((t+he—tnveluntary
treatrent—acts-)) chapters 71.05 and 71.34 RCW (+)) to state psychiatric
hospitals, as well as concentration in urban areas, at border crossings
at state boundaries, and other significant denographic and workl oad
factors.

(b) The fornmula shall also include a projection of the funding
allocations that wll result for each county, which specifies
al l ocations according to priority populations, includingthe allocation
for services to children and ot her underserved popul ati ons.

( (E5)—TFe—supersededuties—asstgnedunder—subseetion{(5-{a)and{b)
of—this—seetion—and—to—assure—a—county-—based—integrated——systemof-

: I v adul | child e cald "
Ly i ts. I . " ¥ bed—child | I . I

p. 11 SB 5015. SL
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(14) The secretary shall assume all duties assigned to the
nonparticipating counties under chapters 71.05, 71.34, and 71.24 RCW
((eA—y—31—23995)). Such responsibilities shall include those which
woul d have been assigned to the nonparticipating counties under
regi onal support networks.

The ((+plerentatien—eof)) regional support networks, or the
secretary’s assunption of all responsibilities under chapters 71.05,
71.34, and 71.24 RCW shall be included in all state and federal plans
affecting the state nental health program including at |east those
required by this chapter, the nedicaid program and P.L. 99-660.
Nothing in these plans shall be inconsistent with the intent and
requi renments of this chapter.

Aretwerk—pati+ents—

+7-)) (15) The secretary shall:
(a) Disburse ((thefi+rst)) funds for the regi onal support networks

( (that—are—ready—to—begin—inplerentation—by Janvary—1—1990,—-o1))
wi thin sixty days of approval of the biennial contract. The departnent
nmust either approve or reject the biennial contract within sixty days
of receipt.

(b) Enter into biennial contracts with regional support networks

SB 5015. SL p. 12
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and—econplete—+nmplenrentaton—by—June—1995)). The contracts shall be

consistent with avail abl e resources. No contract shall be approved
t hat does not include progress toward neeting the goals of this chapter
by taking responsibility for: (1) Short-term commtnents; (ii)
residential care; and (iii) enmergency response systens.

(c) ((By—3uly—31—23993-)) Allocate one hundred percent of avail able
resources to the regional support networks ((ereated—byJanvary—3i;-

submttedtothetegistatureby Jandary—31—23993-)) in accordance with
subsection (({%4))) (13) of this section.

) Notify regional support networks of their allocation of
avail abl e resources at |least sixty days prior to the start of a new
bi enni al contract period.

(((¢))) (e) Deny funding allocations to regional support networks
based solely upon formal findings of nonconpliance with the terns of
the regi onal support network’s contract with the departnent. Witten
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notice and at least thirty days for corrective action nust precede any
such action. 1In such cases, regional support networks shall have ful
rights to appeal under chapter 34.05 RCW

(((h)) () ldentify in its departnental biennial operating and
capital budget requests the funds requested by regional support
networks to inplenent their responsibilities under this chapter.

(L g i 1 I .

g hAieal . horiti :
county—autherities—to—developregional—suppert—networks—

£8))) (16) The departnent ((ef——seetal—and—health—serviees)), in
cooperation with the state congressional delegation, shall actively
seek wai vers of federal requirenents and such nodifications of federal
regul ations as are necessary to allow federal nedicaid rei nmbursenent
for services provided by free-standing evaluation and treatnent
facilities certified under chapter 71.05 RCW The departnent shal
periodically report its efforts to the health care and corrections
commttee of the senate and the human services conmttee of the house
of representatives.

((29y)) (17) The secretary shall establish a task force to exan ne
the recruitnent, training, and conpensation of qualified nental health
professionals in the comunity, which shall include the advantages and
di sadvant ages of establishing a training acadeny, |oan forgiveness
program or educational stipends offered in exchange for comm tnents of
enpl oynent in nental health.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 71.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary shall by rule establish state m ni num st andards
for licensed service providers and services.

(2) Mninmum standards for |icensed service providers shall, at a
m ni mum establi sh: Qualifications for staff providing services
directly to nentally ill persons, the intended result of each service,

and the rights and responsibilities of persons receiving nental health
services pursuant to this chapter

(3) Mnimum standards for residential services shall be based on
clients” functional abilities and not solely on their diagnoses,
limted to health and safety, staff qualifications, and program
out cones. M nimum standards for residential services shall be
developed in collaboration wth consuners, famlies, counties,
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regul ators, and residential providers serving the nentally ill. The
m ni mum standards shall encourage the developnent of broad-range
residential programs, including integrated housing and cross-systens
prograns where appropriate, and shall not wunnecessarily restrict
programmng flexibility.

(4) Mninmm standards for conmunity support services and resource
managenent services shall include at | east qualifications for resource
managenent services, client tracking systenms, and the transfer of
patient information between service providers.

Sec. 6. RCW71.24.049 and 1986 c¢c 274 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

By January ((4—298%4—and)) 1st of each odd-nunbered year
((t+hereafter)), the county authority shall identify: (1) The nunber of
children in each priority group, as defined by this chapter, who are
receiving nental health services funded in part or in whole under this
chapter, (2) the amount of funds under this chapter used for children’s
mental health services, (3) an estimate of the nunber of unserved
children in each priority group, and (4) the estimated cost of serving
these additional children and their famlies.

Sec. 7. RCW71.24.110 and 1982 ¢ 204 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

((Sueh)) An agreenent for the establishnment of a community nental
heal th program under RCW 71.24. 100 nmay al so provi de:

(1) For the joint supervision or operation of services and
facilities, or for the supervision or operation of service and
facilities by one participating county under contract for the other
participating counties; and

(2) For such other matters as are necessary or proper to effectuate
t he purposes of this chapter.

Sec. 8. RCW71.24.220 and 1982 ¢ 204 s 12 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The secretary may withhold state grants in whole or in part for any
community nental health programin the event of a failure to conply

with this chapter or ((regulatiens—+made)) the related rules adopted by
t he departnent ((pursuvant—thereto—+elating—to—the—community—nental
health—preogrameor—the—admnistrattonthereef)).
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Sec. 9. RCW71.24.300 and 1994 ¢ 204 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

A county authority or a group of county authorities whose conbi ned
popul ation is no less than forty thousand may enter into a joint
operating agreenment to form a regional support network. Upon the
request of a tribal authority or authorities within a regi onal support
network the joint operating agreenent or the county authority shal
allowfor the inclusion of the tribal authority to be represented as a
party to the regional support network. The roles and responsibilities
of the county and tribal authorities shall be determ ned by the terns
of that agreenment including a determnation of nenbership on the
governing board and advisory commttees, the nunber of tribal
representatives to be party to the agreenent, and the provisions of | aw
and shall assure the provision of culturally conpetent services to the
tribes served. The state nental health authority may not determ ne the
roles and responsibilities of county authorities as to each ot her under
regi onal support networks by rule, except to assure that all duties
requi red of regional support networks are assigned and that a single
authority has final responsibility for all available resources and
performance under the regional support network’s contract with the
secretary.

(1) Regional support networks shall ((wthin—three—months—of
reecegnttioen)) submt an overall six-year operating and capital plan,
tineline, and budget and submt progress reports and an updated
two-year plan biennially thereafter, to assune wthin available

resources all of the follow ng duties ((by—3uly—3—31995—nstead—of
these—presently—assignedto—ecounttes—underROW#124-045(1)) ) :

(a) Adm nister and provide for the availability of all resource
managenent services, residential services, and comunity support
servi ces.

(b) Admnister and provide for the availability of al
i nvestigation, transportation, «court-related, and other services
provi ded by the state or counties pursuant to chapter 71.05 RCW

(c) ((By—3&y—31—3993,)) Provide within the boundaries of each
regi onal support network eval uation and treatnent services for at | east
ei ghty-five percent of persons detained or conmtted for periods up to
seventeen days according to chapter 71.05 RCW Regi onal support
networks with popul ati ons of |ess than one hundred fifty thousand may
contract to purchase evaluation and treatnent services from other
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net wor ks. Insofar as the original intent of serving persons in the
comunity is maintained, the secretary is authorized to approve
exceptions on a case-by-case basis to the requirenent to provide
evaluation and treatnent services wthin the boundaries of each
regi onal support networKk. Such exceptions are limted to contracts

with neighboring or contiguous regions. ( (Fer—regional—suppoert
retwerks—that—are——ereatedafterJune 361991 —thereqguirenents—eof—{¢e)
' ' ; -))

(d) ((By—3uy—31—31993)) Adm nister a portion of funds appropri ated
by the legislature to house nentally ill persons in state institutions

fromcounties within the boundaries of any regional support network,
with the exception of ((wentalHy—+H—offenders)) persons currently
confined at, or under the supervision of, a state nental hospita
pursuant to chapter 10.77 RCW and provide for the care of all persons
needi ng eval uation and treatnent services for periods up to seventeen
days according to chapter 71.05 RCW in appropriate residential
services, which may include state institutions. The regional support
networ ks shall reinburse the state for use of state institutions at a
rate equal to that assunmed by the | egislature when appropriating funds
for such care at state institutions during the biennium when
rei nbursenent occurs. The duty of a state hospital to accept persons
for evaluation and treatnent under chapter 71.05 RCWis |imted by the
responsibilities assigned to regional support networks under this

section. ((Fer—regtonal—suppert—metwerks—that—are——ereatedafterJune
| Ly . o E thi I . I I
Juby 1, 1895.))

(e) Adm nister and provide for the availability of all other nental
heal t h servi ces, which shall include patient counseling, day treatnent,

consul tation, education services, enploynent services as defined in RCW
71.24.035, and nental health services to children as provided in this
chapter.

(f) Establish standards and procedures for review ng individua
service plans and determ ni ng when that person nmay be di scharged from
resour ce nmanagement services.

(2) Regional support networks shall assune all duties assigned to
county authorities by this chapter and chapter 71.05 RCW

(3) A regional support network may request that any state-owned
| and, building, facility, or other capital asset which was ever
purchased, deeded, given, or placed in trust for the care of the
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mentally ill and which is within the boundaries of a regional support
network be made available to support the operations of the regiona
support network. St ate agenci es managi ng such capital assets shal

give first priority to requests for their use pursuant to this chapter.

(4) Each regional support network shall appoint a nental health
advi sory board which shall review and provide coments on plans and
policies devel oped under this chapter. The conposition of the board
shall be broadly representative of the denographic character of the
region and the nentally ill persons served therein. Length of terns of
board nenbers shall be determ ned by the regional support network.

(5) Regional support networks shall assune all duties specified in
their plans and joi nt operating agreenents through bi ennial contractual
agreenents with the secretary. Such contracts may include agreenents
to provide periods of stable comunity living and work or other day
activities for specific chronically nentally ill persons who have
conpleted conmtnents at state hospitals on ninety-day or one hundred
eighty-day civil commtnments or who have been residents at state
hospitals for no | ess than one hundred ei ghty days within the previous
year. Periods of stable community living may involve acute care in
| ocal evaluation and treatnment facilities but may not involve use of
state hospitals.

(6) Counties or groups of counties participating in a regiona
support network are not subject to RCW 71.24.045((#A)) (6). ((Fhe

(7) ((By—Nevenber—1,—1991—and)) As part of each biennial plan
((t+hereafter)), each regional support network shall establish and

submt to the state, procedures and agreenents to assure access to
sufficient additional | ocal evaluation and treatnment facilities to neet
the requirenents of this chapter while reducing short-term adm ssions
to state hospitals. These shall be commtnents to construct and
operate, or contract for the operation of, freestandi ng eval uati on and
treatnment facilities or agreenents wth | ocal eval uati on and treat nent
facilities which shall include (a) required adm ssion and treatnent for
short-terminpatient care for any person enrolled in comunity support
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or residential services, (b) discharge planning procedures, (c)
limtations on adm ssions or transfers to state hospitals, (d) adequate
psychiatric supervision, (e) prospective paynent nethods, and (f)
contractual assurances regarding referrals to |ocal evaluation and
treatnment facilities fromregional support networks.

(8) Regional support networks may receive technical assistance from
t he housing trust fund and may identify and submt projects for housing
and housi ng support services to the housing trust fund established
under chapter 43.185 RCW Projects identified or submtted under this
subsection nust be fully integrated with the regional support network
Si x-year operating and capital plan, tineline, and budget required by
subsection (1) of this section.

Sec. 10. RCW71.24.400 and 1995 c 96 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The legislature finds that the current conplex set of federal
state, and local rules and regulations, audited and adm nistered at
multiple levels, which affect the community nental health service
delivery system focus primarily on the process of providing nenta
health services and do not sufficiently address consuner and system
outcones. ((Fethis—extent:)) The legislature finds that the ((+natent
of)) departnent and the community nental health service delivery system
must make ongoing efforts to achieve the purposes set forth in RCW
71.24.015 related to reduced adm ni strative | ayering, duplication, and

reduced adm ni strative costs ((need+uch—rore—aggressive—action)).

Sec. 11. RCW71.24.405 and 1995 ¢ 96 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent ((ef—seetal—and-healthservieces)) shall establish a
si ngl e conprehensi ve and col | aborative project within regional support
networks and with local nental health service providers ained at
creating innovative and stream ined community nental health service
delivery systens, in order to carry out the purposes set forth in RCW
71.24.400 and to capture the diversity of the community nental health
service delivery system

The project nmust acconplish the foll ow ng:

(1) Identification, review, and cataloging of all rules,
regul ations, duplicative admnistrative and nonitoring functions, and
other requirenments that currently lead to inefficiencies in the
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comunity nental health service delivery system and, if possible,
elimnate the requirenents;

(2) The systematic and increnental devel opnent of a single system
of accountability for all federal, state, and |ocal funds provided to
the community nental health service delivery system Systematic
efforts should be made to include federal and local funds into the
single system of accountability;

(3) The elimnation of process regul ations and rel ated contract and
reporting requirenents. |In place of the regulations and requirenents,
a set of outcones for mnmental health adult and children clients
according to chapter 71.24 RCWnust be used to neasure the performance
of nmental health service providers and regi onal support networks. Such
out cones shall focus on stabilizing out-of-home and hospital care
increasing stable comunity |iving, i ncreasi ng age-appropriate
activities, achieving famly and consuner satisfaction with services,
and system effi ci enci es;

(4) Evaluation of the feasibility of contractual agreenents between
the departnment of social and health services and regional support
networks and nental health service providers that |ink financial
i ncentives to the success or failure of nental health service providers
and regional support networks to meet outcones established for nental
heal th service clients;

(5) The involvenent of nental health consumers and their
representatives in the pilot projects. Mental health consuners and
their representatives will be involved in the devel opnent of outcone
standards for nental health clients and other related aspects of the
pil ot projects; and

(6) An independent eval uation conponent to neasure the success of
t he projects.

Sec. 12. RCW71.24.415 and 1995 ¢ 96 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

To carry out the purposes specified in RCW 71.24.400, the
department ((ef—seectal—and-health—serviees)) is encouraged to utilize
its authority to ((+mrediately)) elimnate any unnecessary rules,
regul ations, standards, or contracts, to imediately elimnate
duplication of audits or any other unnecessarily duplicated functions,
and to seek any waivers of federal or state rules or regulations
necessary to achi eve the purpose of streamining the conmunity nental
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health service delivery system and infusing it with incentives that
reward efficiency, positive outcones for clients, and quality services.

Sec. 13. RCW71. 24.460 and 1997 ¢ 342 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnment, in collaboration with the departnent of corrections
and the oversight commttee created in RCW 71.24.455, shall track
out cones and submt to the |egislature ((a—+epoert—of)) annual reports

regardi ng services and outcones ((by—bPecerber—1,—1998,—and—annuatly
therealter—as—ay—be—necessary)). The reports shall include the

fol | ow ng: (1) A statistical analysis regarding the reoffense and
reinstitutionalization rate by the enrollees in the programset forth
in RCW 71.24.455; (2) a quantitative description of the services

provided in the program set forth in RCW 71.24.455; and (3)

recommendations for any needed nodifications in the services and
funding levels to increase the effectiveness of the programset forth
in RCW 71. 24. 455. By Decenber 1, 2003, the departnent shall certify
the reoffense rate for enrollees in the program authorized by RCW
71.24.455 to the office of financial nmanagenent and the appropriate
| egislative commttees. |If the reoffense rate exceeds fifteen percent,

the authorization for the departnent to conduct the program under RCW
71.24.455 is term nated on January 1, 2004.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. The code reviser shall al phabetize the
definitions in RCW71.24. 025 and correct any cross-references.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 15. 1989 c¢ 205 s 23 (uncodified) is repeal ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. RCW71.24.410 and 1998 c¢ 245 s 138 & 1994
c 259 s 3 are each repeal ed.

Passed the Senate March 3, 1999.

Passed the House April 6, 1999.

Approved by the Governor April 15, 1999.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State April 15, 1999.
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